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In Indonesia recent research utilizing seizure data and online
hornbill ads revealed widespread illegal exploitation of all thirteen
native Indonesian hornbill species and endemic species from the
Philippines and Africa. Note, while the dataset revealed key insights,
the level of actual illegal trade is likely far higher due to biased and
incomplete data. Across Asia, illegal hunting and commercial trade
have intensified pressures on hornbill populations, fueled by both
domestic and international market demands. As a result, serious
population declines and localized extinctions of hornbills occurs.
The prevalence of live chicks in trade suggests the pet market is an
important component of the illegal trade.

Almost all of Indonesia’s thirteen hornbill species are at risk of
extinction based on IUCN Red List assessments.

Legislation: all hornbill species native to Indonesia are protected
under the Republic of Indonesia’s Act No. 5 of 1990 on the
Conservation of Living Resources and their Ecosystems, and
Government Regulation No. 7 of 1999 regarding the Preservation of
Flora and Fauna. Commercial exploitation of protected species,
encompassing activities such as capturing, hunting, injuring,
killing, possessing, transporting, or trading individuals, whether
alive or dead are prohibited. Most convicted traffickers received
between 5 months and 1 year in prison.

I N D O N E S I A :  H O R N B I L L  
T R A F F I C K I N G  H O T S P O T

Key facts:

• Illegal exploitation of all 13 native Indonesian hornbill species + endemics from the Philippines and 
Africa

• Targeted poaching for the pet market 
• Seizures typically mixed including insects, birds, reptiles, and mammals. 
• Online sales common, especially for live birds: dominated by Facebook

• High-risk search terms: “jual beli burung”, “burung langka”, “burung eksotik”, “hewan langka”, 
“burung paruh bengkok”, and “burung kicau”, “rangkong,” “rangkok,” “enggang,” “kangkareng,” 
“julang emas,” “julmas,” and “hornbill” plus location information 

• Online trade hotspots: East Java or Jakarta

High risk species
• Most frequently seized: Wreathed hornbill, Knobbed hornbill, Rhinoceros hornbill, Helmeted hornbill 
• Highest volume seized: Helmeted hornbill, Wreathed hornbill, Knobbed hornbills

This United for Wildlife Alert has been excepted from: The Illegal 
Exploitation of Hornbills in Indonesia with International Trafficking Links 
to Africa and Asia with permission form the Center for Biological 
Diversity
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H O R N B I L L  D I V E R S I T Y

Species: Indonesia boasts the highest 
hornbill diversity in the world

Including:
• Black hornbill (Anthracoceros malayanus)
• Bushy-crested hornbill (Anorrhinus 

galeritus)
• Great hornbill (Buceros bicornis)
• Helmeted hornbill (Rhinoplax vigil) : 

Critically Endangered
• Oriental pied hornbill (Anthracoceros 

albirostris)
• Rhinoceros hornbill (Buceros rhinoceros)
• White-crowned hornbill (Berenicornis 

comatus)
• Wreathed hornbill (Rhyticeros undulatus)
• Wrinkled hornbill (Rhabdotorrhinus 

corrugatus)

Endemics:
• Sulawesi hornbill (Rhabdotorrhinus 

exarhatus) and subspecies: R. e. exarhatus, 
R. e. sanfordi 

• Knobbed hornbill (Rhyticeros cassidix)
• Sumba hornbill (Rhyticeros everetti) 
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H I G H  R I S K  
J U R I S D I C T I O N S

High risk jurisdictions

• Demand: East Java and Jakarta, 
especially in East Java for species 
smuggled from Sulawesi and Papua, 
and Jakarta for species from Sumatra 
and East Java.

• Seizure hotspots: East Java, West Java, 
Aceh and Banten 

• Source: Acheh: Rusip Village, Pakpak 
Barat Forest and Nagan Raya Forest

• Airport: Soekarno-Hatta International 
Airport

• Riau: key transit point for 
international trafficking routes

• Hotspot for beaks: Riau 

• International trade involves at least: 
China, Hong Kong, the Philippines, 
Cambodia, Turkey, and Malaysia
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